
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 
Connie Hines, IIDA, NMLID,028 — N.M State Interior Design Board, President 

Greetings,

There is something to be said about sharing new information and clarifying that which has been in place in a concise manner that will 
hopefully be meaning to all.  Much has taken place since our last newsletter and we as a board recognize a need to provide important 
updates concerning licensing issues, CEU information and NCIDQ news. 

 It will soon be time to look for approved courses to complete your continuing education for renewal compliance. I strongly recommend 
checking each course for IDCEC approval prior to signing up. 

We currently have 61 licensed designers in New Mexico.  We are enthusiastic about our diverse and dynamic group who distinguish 
themselves in all facets of interior design.  Whether immersed in the reality of function or ultimate luxury it is always important to 
consider our intent.  Although our continued pursuit of accomplishment through our design endeavors is always present, it is paramount 
that we don’t lose sight of our commitment to our profession. 

I would like to refresh our approach with the definition of an interior designer.  The professional interior designer is qualified by education, 
experience, and examination to enhance the function and quality of interior spaces for the purpose of improving the quality of life, 
increasing productivity and protecting the health, safety and welfare of the public. 
 
The New Mexico State Board of Interior Design is responsible for overseeing, understanding and interpreting rules, regulations, laws and 
bylaws that govern our profession. 

I am honored to be a member of this board that is comprised of licensed professional interior designers, as well as, public members who 
all share a sincere and abiding interest in the standards and ethics of the design profession.  We recognize the design organizations that 
support and inspire a collective atmosphere of creative interaction. I urge you to consider your interior design board as another source of 
support. We can offer information and answers that will better equip you to make sound professional decisions.  

 I wish all of you the very best throughout this year. Take pride in your abilities and know that you are of great value in our ever-changing 
world of design. 
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CIDQ NEWS
Margaret Favour, IIDA, NMLID # 276 – Professional Board Member

CIDQ is the premier certification organization of the interior 
design profession representing public health, safety, and welfare by 
establishing global standards of competence. It is the independent, 
nonprofit entity that issues the NCIDQ professional certificates to 
qualified interior designers. To apply and become a Licensed Interior 
Designer in the State of New Mexico, one must be NCIDQ certificate 
holder as an indicator of achievement, qualification, and certification.

The 2015 Annual CIDQ Council of Delegates Meeting was held 
in Atlanta, Georgia in November. Our Board is one of twenty-six 
Member Boards across the US and Canada that maintains standards 
regulating the interior design profession and the right to practice and 

it was a great honor for me to attend and represent the New Mexico 
Board of Interior Design (NMBID). The theme of this conference was 
Environmental and Organization Sustainability: Building a Strong 
Profession for the Future. It spoke to our common passion and 
commitment to elevating the profession of interior design.

The CIDQ has developed ‘routes’ to clarify pathways for exam 
eligibility. Prospective NCIDQ certificate holders identify their route 
to determine when they are eligible to take the examination. The 
route that currently permits a 40-hour Associates Degree plus 4 
years of work experience prior to the examination will be phased out 
on December 31, 2018. 



NCIDQ certificate holders may renew their NCIDQ certificate 
annually through MyNCIDQ. An advantage as an active NCIDQ 
Certificate Holder is that you receive the appellation benefit of 
“NCIDQ” or the NCIDQ logo after your name in your professional 
material. However, if you choose not to renew your NCIDQ credential 
you do not lose your certification. 

Visit www.ncidqexam.org to understand Eligibility Routes, Costs, 
Terms and Conditions, and Continuing Education requirements for 
certificate renewal.

If you are tracking CEUs to comply with renewal requirements for 
NCIDQ, CEUs must be tracked through the IDCEC online system. 
Use of this registry is free to members of ASID, IIDA, or IDC. It is 
the responsibility of the registry user to track and meet the minimum 
CEU requirements of each membership within the designated 
renewal period and reporting cycle. In New Mexico, all CEU courses 
submitted for license renewal must be IDCEC-approved.

Visit www.idcec.org to understand the benefits of the Continuing 
Education Registry and to view the list of IDCEC-approved CEU 
courses.

The Board continues to work to uphold our Rules and Regulations 
and we strive to make progressive advances in supporting our 
licensees. We encourage all our NCIDQ certificate holders to 
become Licensed Interior Designers which will support retaining the 
high standards of the interior design practice in our State.

Visit www.rld.state.nm.us/boards/Interior_Design.aspx 

Lastly, the 2014 CIDQ Council of Delegates Meeting that was held 
in Albuquerque was a great success and delegates at the 2015 
conference continued to express their gratitude and appreciation for 
the experience. We especially want to thank former Board members 
Jan Bernson and Heather Van Luchene for all their effort and 
commitment to making the 2014 conference a tremendous benefit 
to New Mexico and to our profession.
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PUBLIC VIEW
Anna Lewis, ASID, NMLID #298 - Professional Board Member

I would like to start off by introducing and congratulating three new 
licensed members and share some information about them with you: 

Heather Gardiner is located in Tucson, AZ and is currently 
employed at Triple C A&E Group as an Interior Designer. She 
attended Southwest University of Visual Arts in Tucson and has 
recently been working on the Veterans Administration Campus in 
New Mexico. Heather mentioned that Arizona does not currently 
have any laws or regulations in regards to licensing and hopes they 
will add this requirement in the future.

Courtney Conlan is located in Albuquerque and is currently 
employed by Dekker Perich Sabatini. She has been with the company 
for about 3 and a half years and attended the Southwest University 
of Visual Arts.

LuAnna Thoma Holec is located in Mesa, AZ and is the Principal 
owner of Thoma-Holec Design, LLC. Specializing in senior living 
communities. They recently completed the MorningStar project in 
Albuquerque. She attended the University of Wisconsin Madison 
for her B.S. in Interior Design as well as Arizona State University for 
her Gerontology Graduation Certificate. 

In other news, the housing market has taken a turn for the better in 
the last few years in New Mexico and across the Nation.  

According to the Realtors Association of New Mexico, the Year to 
Date sales by county are already higher than last years sales. (http://
www.nmrealtor.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Combined-Feb-
ruary.pdf) 

They state that the “January 2016 sales reported to the REALTORS 
Association of New Mexico (RANM) were up 6.7% from those 
numbers reported in January 2015 and continue a steady January 
increase over the past five years.” 

Construction jobs are also higher than last years numbers here in 
New Mexico according to the United States Department of Labor 
statistics (http://www.bls.gov/eag/eag.nm.htm#eag_nm.f.3).  

Although New Mexico has never fully recovered from the recession, it 
is nice to know that projects are picking back up around the state. We 
encourage all members to get involved in their communities because 
there is so much talent that we can contribute.

Should you have any questions or would like to share your thoughts, 
please feel free to contact us. We truly value your thoughts and 
would be happy to assist you.



In Memory of Lela Martinez
On April 9, 2016, we lost our beautiful Colleague, Lela Martinez in 
a tragic accident.  

For those who knew her, Lela was a dear friend, a smart and funny 
cohort, and an extremely gifted Interior Designer who brought life 
and sparkle to every project that she worked on.  

She will be extremely missed by all, especially Dave and Baby Henry.  
Words cannot express the sadness that the community has felt over 
this loss. 

The entire design community in New Mexico will miss Lela.

CHANGE OF INFORMATION? 
Please notify the board office immediately in writing of any changes in your 
contact information so that newsletters and renewals can reach you. 

BOARD MEMBERS 

CONNIE HINES  PRESIDENT  Licensed Interior Designer 

MARGARET FAVOUR  VICE PRESIDENT  Licensed Interior Designer 

ANNA LEWIS  SECRETARY | TREASURER   Licensed Interior Designer 

HELEN PACHECO  Public Member

BOARD STAFF
CYNTHIA GRAYSTONE  Board Administrator

STATE OF NM BOARD OF INTERIOR DESIGN

TONY ANAYA BUILDING    

2550 CERRILLOS STREET |   2ND FLOOR    SANTA FE, NM 87505     

PH 505  476  4865     FX 505  476  4645

INTERIOR.DESIGN@STATE.NM.US    

WWW.RLD.STATE.NM.US/BOARDS/INTERIOR_DESIGN.ASPX
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The NM Board of Interior Design is no longer sending out renewal postcards. The State is in the process of going paperless. 

Remember to renew your licensed Interior Design certification by October 1, 2016 .

Contact Board Administrator Cynthia Graystone (505-476-4622) if you have not received an email reminder and registration code by 
September 15, 2016.


