
This is an amendment to 16.60.5 NMAC, Section 11 and 13, effective 10-01-2015 
 
16.60.5.11 RULES OF CONDUCT:  In addition to abiding by the AICPA code of professional conduct, 
New Mexico CPA/RPA certificate/license holders shall abide by the following board rules: 
 A. Rule 901 - Responses to board communications.  An individual certificate/license or firm permit 
holder shall, when requested, substantively and honestly respond in writing to all communications from the board 
requesting a response within 30 days of the mailing of such communications by registered or certified mail to the 
last address furnished the board by the applicant, certificate or registration holder.  
                    (1)     Failure to respond substantively and honestly to written board communications or failure to 
furnish requested documentation or working papers constitutes conduct indicating lack of fitness to serve the public 
as a professional accountant and shall be grounds for disciplinary action. 
                    (2)     Each applicant, certificate or firm permit holder and each person required to be registered with the 
board under the act shall notify the board, in writing, of any and all changes in such person's mailing address and the 
effective date thereof within 30 days before or after such effective date.  
 B. Rule 902 - Reportable events.  A licensee shall report in writing to the board the occurrence of any 
of the following events within 30 days of the date the licensee had knowledge of these events: 
                    (1)     Receipt of a final peer review report indicating  “pass with deficiencies” or “fail” or a public 
company accounting oversight board (PCAOB) firm inspection report containing deficiencies or identifying 
potential defects in the quality control systems.  For the purposes of Subsection B of 16.60.5.11 NMAC, “deficiency 
reports” are reports indicating either “pass with deficiencies” or “fail” as defined in the AICPA peer review 
standards. 
                    (2)     Receipt of a second consecutive deficiency peer review report. 
                    (3)     Imposition upon the license of discipline, including, but not limited to, censure, reprimand, 
sanction, probation, civil penalty, fine, consent decree or order, suspension, revocation, or modification of a license, 
certificate, permit, or practice rights by: 
                              (a)     the securities and exchange commission (SEC), the PCAOB, or the internal revenue service 
(IRS); or 
                              (b)     another state board of accountancy for any cause other than failure to pay a professional 
license fee by the due date or failure to meet the continuing professional education requirements of another state 
board of accountancy; or 
                              (c)     any other federal or state agency regarding the licensee’s conduct while rendering 
professional services; or 
                              (d)     any foreign authority or credentialing body that regulates the practice of accountancy. 
                    (4)     The occurrence of any matter reportable that must be reported by the licensee to the PCAOB 
pursuant to Sarbanes Oxley Action Section 102(b)(2)(f) and PCAOB Rules and forms adopted pursuant thereto. 
                    (5)     Notice of disciplinary charges filed by the SEC, the PCAOB, the IRS, or another state board of 
accountancy, or a federal or state taxing, insurance or securities regulatory authority, or a foreign authority or 
credentialing body that regulates the practice of accountancy. 
                    (6)     Unless prohibited by the terms of the agreement, any judgment, award or settlement of a civil 
action or arbitration proceeding of $150,000 or more in which the licensee was a party if the matter included 
allegations of gross negligence, violation of specific standards of practice, fraud, or misappropriation of funds in the 
practice of accounting; provided, however, licensed firms shall only notify the Board regarding civil judgments, 
settlements, or arbitration awards directly involving the firm’s practice of public accounting in this state. 
                    (7)     Criminal charges, deferred prosecution or conviction or plea of no contest to which the licensee is 
a defendant if the crime is: 
                              (a)     any felony under the laws of the United States or of any state of the United States or any 
foreign jurisdiction; or 
                              (b)     a misdemeanor if an essential element of the offense is dishonesty, deceit, or fraud. 
 C. Rule 903 - Frivolous complaints.  An individual certificate/license or firm permit holder who, in 
writing to the board, accuses another certificate/license or firm permit holder of violating the act or board rules shall 
assist the board in any investigation or prosecution resulting from the written accusation.  Failure to do so, such as 
not appearing to testify at a hearing or to produce requested documents necessary to the investigation or prosecution, 
without good cause, is a violation of this rule. 
 D. Rule 904 - Compliance with the Parental Responsibility Act.  If an applicant for a 
certificate/license or a CPA or RPA certificate/license or firm permit holder is identified by the state of New Mexico 
human services department (HSD) as not in compliance with a judgment and order for support, the board or its 
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legally authorized designee shall: deny an application for a license; deny the renewal of a license; have grounds for 
suspension or revocation of a license; and shall initiate a notice of contemplated action under provisions of the 
Uniform Licensing Act. 
                    (1)     If an applicant or licensee disagrees with the determination of non-compliance, or wishes to come 
into compliance, the applicant or licensee should contact the HSD child support enforcement division.  An applicant 
or licensee can provide the board with a subsequent statement of compliance, which shall preclude the board from 
taking any action based solely on the prior statement of non-compliance from HSD. 
                    (2)     When a disciplinary action is taken under this section solely because the applicant or licensee is 
not in compliance with a judgment and order for support, the order shall state that the application or license shall be 
reinstated upon presentation of a subsequent statement of compliance.  The board may also include any other 
conditions necessary to comply with board requirements for reapplications or reinstatement of lapsed licenses. 
 E. Rule 905 - Specialty designations.  A CPA/RPA certificate/license holder may only represent a 
claim of  special expertise through the use of "specialty designations" in conjunction with the CPA/RPA designation 
if the specialty designation is: 
                    (1)     consistent with designations prescribed by national or regional accreditation bodies offering the 
designations pursuant to a prescribed course of study, experience, or examination, and 
                    (2)     cannot be construed by the public or clients of the CPA/RPA practitioner to be a false fraudulent, 
misleading, or deceptive claim unsubstantiated by fact. 
[16.60.5.11 - Rp 16 NMAC 60.7, 16 NMAC 60.9, and 16 NMAC 60.10, 02-14-2002; A, 06-30-2008; A, 01-01-
2011; A, 01-17-2013; A, 10-01-2015] 
 
 
16.60.5.13 UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THE CPA TITLE: 
 A.     Pursuant to Section 61-28B-26 and 61-28B-13 NMSA, a person whose principal place of business 
is not in New Mexico can use the term CPA while serving clients in New Mexico as long as (1) the CPA is actively 
licensed in good standing in his principal place of business and is eligible for practice privileges in New Mexico, 
and (2) the out-of-state firm obtains a New Mexico Firm Permit if attest services are performed through mobility for 
New Mexico clients. However, anyone residing in this State who is not licensed by the New Mexico Public 
Accountancy Board as a CPA or not granted the practice privilege by 61-28B-26 is restricted to using the term 
“accountant” in connection with his or her name on all reports, letters of transmittal, or advice, and on all stationery 
and documents used in connection with his or her services as an accountant, and must refrain from the use in any 
manner of any other title or designation in such practice while in this State. The exception to this restriction is when 
an individual residing in this State who is licensed by another jurisdiction wishes to provide a résumé to a 
prospective employer, the individual may use “CPA” or “certified public accountant” on his or her résumé. 
However, the individual must clearly indicate the jurisdiction in which he or she holds a CPA certificate as well as 
the status of that certificate if other than active (inactive, lapsed, retired, etc.). 
    (1) Pursuant to Section 61-28B-17 NMSA, it is unlawful for any person who has not received a certificate as a 
certified public account or not been granted a practice privilege, under Section 61-28B-26 NMSA, admitting the 
person to practice as a certified public accountant to assume or use such a title, or to use any words, letters, 
abbreviations, symbols or other means of identification to indicate that the person using same has been admitted to 
practice as a certified public accountant. 

B.    A person licensed as a CPA in another jurisdiction who moves to New Mexico with the intention 
of using the CPA title (whether in public practice, industry, government, or education) must obtain a certificate of 
from the Board prior to using the CPA title in any way in this State. Oral or written statements such as “I am a 
licensed CPA in another jurisdiction” when used in connection with the individual’s name on all reports, letters of 
transmittal, or advice, and on all stationery and documents used in connection with the individual’s services as an 
accountant do not exempt the individual from obtaining a certificate of qualification from the Board.  Non-resident 
CPAs who wish to practice in New Mexico may do so only in accordance with Section 61-28B-26 NMSA. 
[16.60.5.13 NMAC - N, 10-01-2015] 
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