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Alcohol Establishments Penalized and Suspended 
for Involvement in Fatalities 

 
SANTA FE – The New Mexico Regulation and Licensing Department’s 
Alcohol and Gaming Division today announced penalties against four 
establishments for over-serving alcohol to intoxicated customers who later 
became involved in drunken driving incidents resulting in four fatalities. The 
establishments have been fined and their liquor licenses temporarily suspended. 
 
“Establishments that serve alcohol irresponsibly and unlawfully that threaten 
public safety will be held accountable by the state,” said Mike Unthank, 
Superintendent of the New Mexico Regulation and Licensing Department. 
“Penalties like these are a critical part of Governor Susana Martinez’s plan to 
crack down on alcohol-related fatalities and incidents in New Mexico.” 
 
Stripes #59, of Hobbs, has been fined $12,000 and had their liquor license 
suspended for eight days, including one weekend. A customer purchased 
alcohol at the convenience store in the early morning of June 12, 2014, and 
later drove his vehicle across a highway hitting a tanker trailer. He was killed 
on impact and found with a Blood Alcohol Content of 0.220. 
 
203 Topless Country, of Moriarty, has been fined $10,000 and had their liquor 
license suspended for 14 days, including two weekends. An intoxicated man 
visited the establishment on the night of October 25, 2013, where he was 
served. The patron left the establishment and was struck and killed by a vehicle 
while walking. His Blood Alcohol Content was measured at 0.243. 
 
Circle K #839, of Tucumcari, has been fined $10,000 and will have their liquor 
license suspended for 14 days, including two weekends. On September 19, 
2014, a customer who purchased and consumed a bottle of vodka at the 
convenience store rolled his vehicle off the roadway at a high speed, killing his 
passenger. The driver’s Blood Alcohol Content at the time of the incident was 
0.160. 
 
Ojos Locos Sports Cantina, of Albuquerque, has been fined $12,000 and will 
have their liquor license suspended for eight days, including one weekend. On 
the night of September 12, 2012, a patron at the cantina was over-served, which 
resulted in a motor vehicle crash and his death several days later. The patron’s 
Blood Alcohol Content was twice the legal limit at the time of the crash. 
 



“Servers and establishments who over-serve alcohol to intoxicated persons are held to the 
highest standards of responsibility permitted by the Liquor Control Act,” said Mary Kay Root, 
Director of the Alcohol and Gaming Division. “Ensuring public safety and compliance is our top 
goal and we will continue to aggressively monitor and respond to the unlawful sale and service 
of alcohol.” 
 
The New Mexico Regulation and Licensing Department’s Alcohol and Gaming Division is 
responsible for administering the Alcohol Server Training Program and the Liquor Control Act 
which regulates the manufacture, transportation, sale and service of alcohol throughout New 
Mexico. The division works closely with the New Mexico State Police Special Investigations 
Division and local law enforcement to ensure the public consumption and sale of alcohol is safe 
and legal. 
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