
New Mexico Real Estate Commission 

Broker Fingerprinting Program 

Begins January 1, 2012 
 

Effective January 1, 2012, applicants for licensure by the New Mexico Real Estate Commission 

and applicants for license renewal will be required to submit to a statewide and national criminal 

background check by submitting two completed fingerprint cards and supporting documentation 

to the New Mexico Department of Public Safety (DPS).  

 

The fingerprinting requirement was enacted by the 2011 state legislature at the request of the 

Real Estate Commission as a public protection measure and to ensure that in-state and out-of-

state license applicants are treated equally in the criminal background check process. 

 

The criminal history record includes information concerning a person’s arrests, indictments or 

other formal criminal charges and any dispositions thereof,   including convictions, dismissals, 

acquittals, sentencing, and correctional supervision.   

 

The Real Estate Commission will provide the fingerprint cards and the Fingerprint Certification 

Form.  License applicants will be required to take the cards and the Fingerprint Certification 

Form for fingerprinting to a public law enforcement official, a private fingerprinting company, 

the New Mexico DPS, or a law enforcement agency or private company in the broker’s state of 

residence, if other than New Mexico. Public law enforcement agencies include state police, 

county sheriffs, and municipal, campus, military, and tribal police.   

 

In the Albuquerque metropolitan area, the only municipal law enforcement agency that provides 

fingerprinting services is the Rio Rancho Police Department, located at 500 Quantum Road, one 

block south of Northern Boulevard on State Road 528.  The department does fingerprinting 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon and charges $10 per card.   For more 

information, call the department at (505) 891-5948 or check the City of Rio Rancho web site.   

Outside of Albuquerque, please check with your local law enforcement agencies to determine if 

they provide fingerprinting services. 

 

The DPS office in Santa Fe, located at 4491 Cerrillos Road, will do fingerprinting Monday 

through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for $9 for two cards.  If DPS personnel do your 

fingerprinting, please be sure to tell them the cards are for a nationwide criminal background 

check and leave the cards with DPS. 

 

There are a number of private fingerprinting companies in the Albuquerque area and statewide 

with a wide variety of pricing, but $15-25 for two cards is a typical price.  Click here for a list of 

fingerprinting companies. 

 

It is advisable to telephone law enforcement agencies or private companies prior to going to their 

offices to confirm prices, office hours, and days and hours when fingerprinting services are 

available. 

 



The applicant is responsible for paying the fee to the fingerprinting company or agency, and for 

mailing two completed fingerprint cards, a copy of the Fingerprint Certification Form completed 

by the fingerprinting company or agency, and a check or money order for $44.00 payable to DPS 

in the envelope addressed to DPS provided by the Commission in the new license or license 

renewal packet.  The applicant should retain a copy of the Fingerprint Certification Form for 

inclusion in their license renewal packet, as indicated below.   

 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) will mail the report of background investigation to the 

Real Estate Commission for processing. Because it can take 4-6 weeks to get a background 

report from the FBI, get your fingerprinting done and mail the two fingerprint cards and 

supporting documentation to DPS as soon as possible after receiving this packet in order to 

ensure timely processing of your license application or your license renewal application. 

 

Along with your other license renewal paperwork, please submit to the Commission a copy of 

the Fingerprint Certification Form completed by the fingerprint provider.   If the DPS office in 

Santa Fe does your fingerprinting, please ask them to complete the Fingerprint Certification 

Form and give you a copy.  

 

 

The following must be mailed to the DPS office in Santa Fe in the envelope addressed to DPS 

provided by the Commission: 

 

 Two (2) completed fingerprint cards. 

 One Fingerprint Certification Form completed by the fingerprint provider. 

 A check or money order in the amount of $44 payable to the New Mexico Department of 

Public Safety. 

 

Please do not fold the envelope containing the fingerprint cards. Folded or otherwise damaged 

cards will be returned to the applicant, causing a delay in processing. 

 

For any further information about the fingerprinting program, please telephone Commission 

Investigator William “Greg” Valdez at (505) 222-9884. 

 


